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KOLD News 13 Reporter, Suleika Acosta
He's accused of abusing his seven week old son. The catch: the father is only 14-years old. Paramedics were called to a home on South Sixth Avenue just after midnight on Friday. They found the baby unresponsive and took him to UMC. There, doctors found several injuries. 

The young father is charged as a juvenile, with five counts of child abuse. The baby remains hospitalized. The mother has not been charged. There are resources available for teen parents aimed at preventing things like abuse. 

The Parent Connection is one of many organizations that prepares teens for parenthood... But programs like this are often voluntary - and doesn't guarantee all teens will get help.     

"We're setting them up for failure," says Parent Connection Director Kim Metz.

Overwhelmed with their new role, teen parents face tough challenges when they aren't given the support they need. The Parent Connection is one place where teen mothers and fathers can find help. 

"The Parent Connection was founded to be able to provide a place and a space before crisis happens." 

Metz says their mission is to educate teens and prepare them to handle the stress that comes with parenthood. 

"To add a baby to their life when they too are still trying to find out who they are and have their needs met is very difficult." 

New born support groups, parenting classes and parent-child learning groups are available for teens. 

"If they aren't prepared, ready to reach out for support, to call for help and there's not anyone around them to see that they need that, those aren't lessons learned. You don't want to learn lessons the hard way on finding out what a responsibility a baby is." 

Statistics show teen dads are at a high risk of abusing their children. A large part of the education at the connection is aimed at preventing abuse. 

Metz says the potential of neglect can go down when parents understand their role and how to interact with new borns and it's up to the community to be vigilant and offer guidance and support for teen parents when they have no where else to turn. 

"Family and friends, neighbors can be on alert to what's going on," adds Metz.
